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MAGIC                                       CHA?.

cut off. The name is sometimes scratched on the figure while
it is still damp. This can only be done by those who can
write: those who cannot, whisper over it the name of the
enemy."1
In Annam a common form of maleficent magic is to
sculpture or to fashion out of paper a representation of the
person whom the magician wishes to injure.    This effigy is
cut with the stroke of a knife or a nail, and hidden in the
woodwork of the house or under the threshold of the person
whom the magician desires to injure.    It is believed that the
master of the house will suffer an injury corresponding to the
wound inflicted on the effigy.    In Tonqtiin a similar male-
ficent magic is practised on wooden figures which represent
the foes of the magician.   The persons  represented  are
supposed to suffer injuries corresponding to those which have
been inflicted on their images.    If the image is decapitated,
the man soon dies.   Malevolent carpenters wil! sometimes
introduce into the roof of the house they are building Httie
figures of wood or paper, carrying in their hands a stick, a
knife, or a bucket.   In the first two cases the figure is supposed
to create domestic strife or robbery by armed burglars.    In
the last case all the good luck of the household is thought
to be drained away by the mysterious action of the bucket.
Further, in the chimney of the kitchen they place two images
which by the action of the draught of air with the smoke arc
made to turn on their axes.   This is supposed to breed per-
petual quarrels between the householder and his wife, who
are apparently thought to turn from each other as the images
turn in the chimney,2
The Sedang, a warlike branch of the primitive Mol race
in Indo-China, on the borders of Annam and Laos, employ
the magic of images to secure success in hunting or war,
Before setting out for war or the chase they fashion an image
of the men or animals which they wish to kill, moulding them
either out of the sand by the river-bank or the earth of their
cultivated fields. Having done so they pierce the image with
their spear, saying : " May the man or the animal thus perish
with the thrust of my spear this very evening.0 They are
1 Mrs. Leslie Milne, The Horn* of m        * P.  Giran,   Afy*   */
Extern Clan (Oxford, 1924), p. 263,      Amutmito* (Paris, 1912), p.